Cam 


ocial 


r hail, Francis 
nha} of e 
e | 


uestions 


BULLETIN 


of the Methodist Federation-for Social Service (unofficial), an organization which rejects the 
method of the struggle for profit as the economic base for society; which seeks to replace it with 
social-economic planning in order to develop a society without class distinctions and privileges. 
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Defeat Free Enterprise 
Propaganda! 


With the rest of the nation occupied in winning the 
war and securing a just and durable peace, the reac- 
tionary section of big business is waging a private war 
to win control of the post-war situation. For this pur- 
pose it has organized a powerful propaganda campaign, 
“a crusade to save free enterprise.” The people are told 
that government measures against unemployment, excess 
profits taxes and food subsidies would destroy the 
American free enterprise system. The strategy is to sub- 
vert democracy by deception instead of destroying it 
by force. The advertising experts who conduct the cam- 
‘paign know that the big lies, which Hitler said the 
people more easily swallow, are soon found out. So, 
with the exception of the lie concealed in the slogan, 
they rely upon half truths, more deadly because of the 
intellectual and moral confusion they create. 

Recent actions of Congress show that the reactionaries 
have already won part of their objectives. They will gain 
the rest unless the people can see through the camou- 
_flage under which they advance. Then we get, not free 
enterprise, but more monopoly control. And what pros- 
pect for a just and durable peace? The responsibility 
for stripping off the sheeps’ clothing in which our eco- 
Bani wolves have concealed themselves rests heavily 
upon the Protestant churches because of the part their 
- founders played in bringing democratic freedom to the 


- Western world. mee 
THE PROPAGANDA DRIVE : 
‘main organized force behind free enterprise pro- 
nda is the National Association of Manufacturers. 
-actual work is carried on by the National Industrial 
rmation Committee, a subsidiary — same address, 


sr and extended the former NAM publicity 
‘is supported by 4,300 corporations paying 
sir capitalization. This makes the DuPonts 
t contributors and Sloan of their subsidiary, — 
Motors, is now the chairman. His promotion 
budget of $1,300,000, but much more is 
¥: reert space and radio 
ry advertisers. — 
age will 


It is run by 350 out of the 8,000 members —— 


Association in holding conferences be 


‘timidated members of Congress. Its lobby continued to 


operate and in due time, lining up other lobbies of its 
member groups, tried to stop the early New Deal legis- 
lation. After a crushing defeat the NAM shifted em- 
phasis to propaganda in ’37 and created the NIIC under 
the chairmanship of E, T. Weir, die-hard anti-labor em- 
ployer. The LaFollette Senate Committee reported that 
it had set up the largest network of propaganda in the 
history of the world and said that the American News- 
paper Association became practically its hired agent. 
Columnist Sokolsky was No. 1 under-cover man at 
$1,000 a month. The Washington correspondent of the 
Nation wrote that the NAM had shifted from corrupting 
congressmen to corrupting whole communities. 

You have probably heard its network broadcasts, 
“Swiss Family Robinson.” Fulton Lewis Jr. gave one 
and still follows the line. You may have seen its motion. 
pictures. Lowell Thomas was the voice for “Men and 
Machines.” Your children may like its cartoon strips— ~ 
“Uncle Abner Says.” The present NIIC under Sloan 
has streamlined and expanded the program, aiming to 
reach all Americans at their work or play, through their 


editors, educators, pastors and club leaders. Its weekly 


news service—news strips, health talks, women’s features 
and material for editors, goes to 10,000 of the 13,000 | 
papers in the country, 200 dailies, and 8,000 weeklies. It 
maintains a free monthly service, including illustrations 
and cartoons, for corporation House Magazines. These 
now reach 40,000,000 readers, mostly unorganized and — 
white collar workers. Together they cost the companies, 
who supply them free, 50 millions a year. In all this vast 
network the theme song is “free enterprise”, 
That theme is also spread abroad by posters in fac- 
tories, railroad stations and schools, and displays in store 
windows. It runs through the 2,000,000 booklets the 
NIIC put into high schools last year for use in teach- | 
ing students the fundamentals of private enterprise. It — 
appears again in higher key in a newspaper series which 
a dozen professors were hired to write. It is the topic of 
numerous public meetings, for which in ’41 an a 
daily attendance of 2,000 was claimed. T \ 
secured the cooperation of the Natio 
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NAM plan for conferences with farmers and farm lead- 
ers to secure their cooperation. 
THE NAM AXIS 

The NAM propaganda drive is supported by a num- 
ber of allies. There is Associated Industries, strong in 
the Middle West, which the LaFollette Committee said 
works under NAM advice and guidance. On the West 
Coast there is Associated Farmers, a big business stooge 
with a bad record of violence in labor disputes. There 
is also the National Small Businessmen’s Association, one 
of whom was small enough to give $50,000 for promo- 
tion. Its theme is that the war is being used as a smoke- 
screen to change our way of government and eliminate 
private enterprise. 

Further aid in spreading “‘free enterprise” comes from 
the Hearst and Howard newspaper chains, those of the 
McCormick-Patterson family alliance, and the small 
town chain of Frank Gannett. For the common cause 
Gannett also provides the League for Constitutional Gov- 
ernment using the Rev. Norman Vincent Peale as chair- 
man. Gannett makes speeches to ministers telling them 
that ‘ours is a fighting faith’, exhorting them to pre- 
serve our way of life, political as well as religious, 
insisting that to promise freedom from want is pre- 


_posterous. Peale writes to ministers on his church sta- 


tionery offering them League leaflets free and telling 
them the League’s book on the constitution is needed in 
churches, homes, and schools next to the Bible. The 
book announcement says, “Teach the value of our con- 
stitution and its system of free enterprise to youth 
everywhere.” One of the leaflets is “Lincoln on Limita- 
tion,’ based on his saying, “I don’t believe in a law to 
prevent a man from getting rich.” No word of his dec- 
laration that labor comes before capital and so has prior 
rights. Another leaflet says that social security legisla- 
tion makes the individual dependent upon the state from 
the cradle to the grave and thus obtains control over his 
life and vote. No recognition of what this implies for 
social security provided for preachers by the laymen. 
The League is now engaged in a campaign to secure a 
constitutional amendment limiting taxation to 25% of 
income, and already has some 18 states lined up. 

The NAM propaganda has a big outlet in the rural 
press. The fourth largest magazine in the country is the 
Farm Journal with 2,700,000 subscribers. It is more re- 
actionary than the Wall Street Journal. The controlling 
owners are the Pews, one of them a top leader of the 
NAM, named on the Senate floor as the fixer of the deal 
between Northern Republicans and Southern Democrats 
to stop the soldier vote. The Pew family, ninth among 
the 13 richest families in the country, has just bought 


_ Pathfinder, a cheap weekly largely read by farmers. 


The Country Gentleman put out by Saturday Evening 
Post, like its parent, always follows the NAM line in its 
editorial on the relation of government to business. The 
same is true of Colliers—one of the giant weeklies. 


Reader's Digest, the biggest monthly, spent a large 


_ amount of money boosting Chamber of Commerce Chair- 


man Eric Johnston’s defense of capitalism and its need 


_ Of lower taxes and enough profits to expand. Both now 


take the more subtle free enterprise approach. 
_ The NAM campaign now receives additional help from 


“Snstitutional advertising”, whose purpose is to keep the 


name of the advertiser before the public for post-war 


sales. It has nothing to sell but reaction under the free 


enterprise label, in whose behalf no emotion is too sacred 


wes 


to be exploited. It even promises the boy whose father 


has just died for his country that those left behind — 
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will preserve the “American way of free enterprise” for 
which he gave his life. 

Add all this together and it makes a propaganda 
machine whose extent and power might well make 
Goebels green with envy. It is the total expression of a 
declining economy trying to postpone the day when tt 
must give way to another with the vigor of youth. It is 
all the more effective because some of it, like the early 
propaganda of the Nazis, is the honest confusion of those 
caught in a situation too big for them. In 1926 Hitler, 
with one eye on the little men he afterwards betrayed, 
and the other on the big men who later financed his 
way to power, said: “We stand for the maintenance of 
private property. ... We shall protect free enterprise as 
the most expedient or rather the sole possible economic 
order.” 

There are other fascist affinities in the free enter- 
prise propaganda. Some of its promoters — Pew, Sloan, 
Weir, Irenee and Lammot DuPont — were named in 
the investigation conducted by Senator, now Chief Jus- 
tice Black, as chief subsidizers of Crusader, Sentinels of 
the Republic, and other periodicals and organizations 
whose anti-semitic and fascist activities the report sum- 
marized. Read “Under Cover” and check with recent 
indictments! Charles E. Wilson, $75,000 head of Gen- 
eral Electric, on leave as WPB executive, recently told 
NAM leaders: “Too-many of us, I fear, have lost sight 
of our real goals and purposes in this war. ... Iam 
deeply alarmed today over the possibility that a right 
wing reaction may draw some sections of capital so far 
away from our traditions as to imperil the entire struc- 
ture of American life as we know it.” WPB Chief, 
Nelson, another big business man, later warned against 
“men who in their hearts hate freedom and democracy, 
and want to ride roughshod over the people.” Then the 
President told us about the “pro-fascist section of 
monopoly which talks about returning to the normalcy of 
the ’twenties.” 

CONCEALED OBJECTIVES 

The free enterprise campaign was started in September 
42 in the NAM Resolutions Committee. The minority 
which wanted winning the war the first emphasis was 


- defeated. Lammot DuPont said that we will win the war 


by reducing taxes on corporations and increasing them 
on the lower brackets; by removing labor unions from 
any power to tell us how to produce, how to deal with 
our employees, or anything else; by destroying any and 
all agencies that stand in the way of free enterprise: So 
a post-war program was planned with ‘‘free enterprise” 
paramount. The practical fight was to be against organ- 
ized labor and social legislation. The ’42 NAM Congress 
of Industry set as the goal “to organize all war activities 
so as to assure the return to economic and personal ~ 
liberty the moment the war ends.” This year’s program 
is put under the head of “Production for Victory”, and 
claims to provide “opportunity, jobs, freedom.” : 
To employers-in St. Louis last summer the objectives — 
of the NIIC were thus set forth: “To mould public opin- — 
ion through all channels. To convince people that in-— 
dustry and management are winning the war. A special — 
effort to convince the fighting men that these are the — 
only forces that can win the peace and protect free enter- 
prise.” Immediate objectives are prevention of adequate — 
taxation of corporations and top incomes with a sales 
tax to take up the slack, defeat of government plannir 
against unemployment. The goal is control of the natio 
by big business unhampered by government restraints 


Se 
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stricted production, boom and depression, bankruptcy 
and unemployment, a new type of fascism and more 
deadly war. The scheme is diabolically clever. It con- 
fuses many honest and well-meaning people into sub- 
verting democracy into its opposite without the victims 
knowing what is happening to them. But it can be 
defeated. 

New Deal legislation was passed in spite of NAM 
lobby and propaganda. We can win again if we expose 
the lie under which reactionaries conceal their goal and 
the half truths by which they gain support to take their 
immediate objectives. How can this be done? 


HOW TO ANSWER 


1. The lie concealed in the phrase “preserve free en- 
terprise.” Our early economic freedom ceased to be pos- 
sible when our free land, timber, and minerals gave out. 
Then we got corporate enterprise, and capitalism entered 
the monopoly stage. From then on our economic history 
records a losing fight against elimination of competition, 
restraint of trade, concentrated control of ownership 
and prevention of new developments that threaten pres- 
ent profits. That story, especially for telephone, radio, 
electrical appliances and chemicals, is told by the Senate 
patents investigation report. Concentration was recorded 
by the Congressional Temporary National Economic 
Committee, whose chairman summed it up: “Thus it 
appears that the great bulk of the wealth and income 
of the country is owned by corporations, that the over- 
whelming percentage of this is owned by comparatively 
few corporations, that the stock ownership of these cor- 
porations is not substantially distributed among the 
people of the country and, finally, that the dividends 
paid by these corporations go to a very small proportion 
of the population.” This situation has been made worse 
by what has happened to small business in our war 
economy. : 

This is the day of corporate enterprise. The TNEC 
showed that “Local business, little business, private en- 
terprise, and local government, even the government of 
the States themselves are in truth and fact submerged 
by modern business organizations.” Increasingly the 
small businessman, manufacturer, newspaperman, gets 
bought out, taken in, bankrupted, or reduced to a sub- 
ordinate position. This concentrated corporate enterprise 
which now seeks through a lying slogan to lead the public 


_ into more economic bondage has been, and ts, the great 
destroyer of free enterprise. Every industrial nation has 


been forced to try to protect the people from the corpo- 
rations by government controls. To get rid of these 


restraints is the present purpose of those who organized 


and financed the propaganda for “free enterprise”. To 
- them it means freedom to go on destroying free enter- 


= 


. 


prise. 


~ enterprise without making it clear that they do not mean 
the “free enterprise” of our economic royalists. 
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is to open the eyes of the people to the lie and the half 
truths of “free enterprise” propaganda before it leads 
them into a fascist period from which there is no escape 
except by the costly road of violence. 

2. The half truth that industry and management are 
winning the war. It is technical management, plus ex- 
traordinary effort by organized labor, plus government 
financial aid, that has broken all production records. The 
demands of ownership, its refusals to accept new 
methods, has cost us many times the lost days of the 
strikes for which it is also partly responsible. The record 
is contained, point by point, in the reports of the Senate 
Truman Committee and the House Tolan Committee. 
They show that in the first stage our war production was 
neither as big as our need or our capacity; that it is 
still short of our possibilities because of the limitations 
put upon it by concentrated ownership and control. The 
profit economy has never been able to so diwide the na- 
tional income as to provide enough consumption to keep 
mass production going. 

3. The half truth about the choice between totali- 
tarian government bureaucracy and the free enterprise 
of concentrated corporation control. There is no such 
choice. Public enterprise need not be either bureaucratic 
or autocratic. In managing their education, health, and 
recreation, highways and postal service, our people have 
done much of which to be proud. They can do better 
still if they will get rid of the idea that government is 
something over them, to do things for them. They can 
have over all, not overhead, planning. They can have 
economic control by the people for the people. That 
kind of public enterprise will continuously set the people 
free to achieve for themselves, for the nation and the 
world, the abundant life which is the aim of our religion 
and the longing of millions of all races. 


IMMEDIATE STEPS 


The immediate steps that need to be taken are: 

1. Work in the Community Councils now being set 
up to stop the “free enterprisers” from winning the elec- 
tion. Initiated by progressive labor, these Councils aim 
to include all progressive elements. Since the reactionary 
coalition which dominates Congress at most points is 
working to control both parties, independent action on 
issues and candidates is the only effective political course. 

2. Support progressive business, labor, farmer, con- 
sumer and professional groups in the demand on Con- 
gress for a post-war program that will mesh public and 
private enterprise to prevent unemployment and an in- 
flationary boom. This means first an over all reconver- 
sion agency in which all these groups are represented. — 

3. We have entered the period of state capitalism in 
which the profit economy, unable to operate without 
state aid (witness the Middle East oil pipe line), seeks 
to control the state. Our task is to get a democratic not 
a fascist state capitalism. The road forks at the recon- — 
version of our war plant to peace needs. The Chairman. 
of the new House Committee on post-war economic pol- 
icy has announced it would seek immediately the war 
stops to end regimentation of the people and guarantee — 


the continuation of “free enterprise”. That is the way). = 
our economic fascists want to go. To stop them we 
have to get an inclusive Reconversion Commission from 


the Senate. ese oe FS eae 
_ 4, This action should be supported by a constant de- — 
mand upon all progressive leaders never to mention free 
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National Committee Replies 


Following are typical 


“general suggestions’ 


frun1 members of the 


National Committee to inquiry concerning the future of MFSS: 


Edgar S. Brightman, Mass. — 
“Maintain at least a skeleton organ- 
ization and the Bulletin at all costs 
until the question of a Department 
of Social Service in a Board is de- 
termined. ... Sounder to try to cap- 
ture the official organization or at 
least to influence it, and to bore from 
within, than to stay outside and 
compete. An informal and inexpen- 
sive organization might be main- 
tained for those who are more 
socialistically inclined, chiefly for 
interchange of views.” 


E. C. Paustian, [linois——‘More 
than a quarter of a century of 
MFSS has given the official de- 
nominational groups a sympathetic 
spirit and some have set up social 
service agencies. .. . MFSS should 
not be expected to carry the burden 
continuously. Official groups must 


now assume responsibility and 
achieve further victories.”’ 
Henry A. Meyer, Indiana— 


“Methodist Federation should go on 
as a separate unit. The official social 
service program is now already dis- 
tributed among various organiza- 
tions — the Peace Commission, the 
Board of Temperance, the National 
Council of Methodist Youth, etc. 


. . . Our-need is for an unofficial 
. : . 2 : ” 
organization in the economic field. 


F. Theodore Miner, New York.— 

“Success depends upon the mainten- 
ance of a national office centrally 
located, a full time executive secre- 
tary in the office, and a fulltime field 
secretary. If these cannot be secured 
on the basis of memberships and 
subscriptions, a Commission for So- 
cial Education and Action might be 
established by the General Confer- 
ence with sufficient appropriation 
for program.” 


Robert Leonard Tucker, Connec- 
ticut.—““By all means the MFSS 
should be retained. The spititual 
gloom and bitterness of this hour 
constitutes a moral command for its 
continuance. Organization and func- 
‘tion may be changed, but the ideal 
and spirit must be maintained. Any- 
_ thing else would be a calamity of 
first magnitude.” i 
W. E. J. Gratz, Ilinois—Keep 
the Federation going. If a depart- 
ent of a Board, assure that it shall 
be free.” Bs Bee Sues 
Winifred L. Chappell, Mict 
—‘MFSS continued only if lead 
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ship emerges or is discovered that is 
too far beyond the general thought 
of the Church to be given a place 
in the official set-up, and/or if a 
program of action too bold for the 
official body is developed. Action is 
the important thing now.” 

Clarence F. Avey, Mass.—“An 
official Board or Council which 
would have for its field all the major 
social problems of our time. Inter- 
ests now represented in other 
Boards gathered up into one vigor- 
ous action group — _ temperance, 
peace, economic problems, race, etc., 
with a secretary for each. Let all 
these interests be recognized as the 
legitimate responsibility of the whole 
Church, supported by the whole 
Church.” 


Gilbert QO. LeSourd, New York. 
—‘“There is still value in a volun- 
tary association perfectly free to say 
what it pleases without being ham- 
pered by the fact that it is officially 
supported by the Church and there- 
fore must issue no pronouncement 
that does not reflect the opinion of 
the Church as a whole. . . . Prob- 
ably difficulty of financial support 
would limit the organization to an 
office secretary, with interested 
members supplying volunteer field 
leadership.” 


Frederick G. Poole, Michigan.— 
“Would regret very much to have 


- MFSS cease to function. If only 


our forward-looking pastors and 
educators would support it, we 
should and could have a going or- 
ganization.” 


... (Prefers not to be quoted by 
name) — “Better to discontinue 
MFSS unless Kansas City should 
show a chance for a new start with 
southern social leaders included, giv- 
ing the new body a chance to shape 


a practically new organization with | - 


new statement of policy and plans.” 


Six Battles for Peace. —< 


1. Stop Inflation (In print) 

2. Secure Full Employment (In 
print) 

3. Set Enterprise Free (In print) 

4. Destroy Cartels (April 1) 

5. Eliminate - 
(May 1) } 

6. Extend Democracy (June 1) 


. | Price, $1.50 per 100. $1.00 per 50. _ 
_ $5 cents for 12. Single copies 3c. 
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What One Church Is Doing 


Summerfield Methodist Church, 
New Haven, Conn., J. George 
Butler, pastor, has scheduled a sig- 
nificant Sunday Evening Forum 
series beginning February 27. Sub- 
jects and speakers include: (1) Re- 
volution vs. Power Politics in the 
Post-war World, Quincy Howe; 
(2) Anti-Semitism; (3) A Black 
Man’s Peace vs. A White Man’s 
World; (4) Exploring the Danger- 
ous Trades in War-time, Dr. Alice 
Hamilton; (5) What’s Wrong with 
the State Department, Oswald Gar- 
rison Villard; (6) War and the 
Family, Leland Foster Wood. In 
addition the Older Youth Group of 
the church has taken up the study 
of Group Medicine. Butler says: “I 
challenged them to place ‘Kaiser 
Wakes the Doctors’ in the hands of 
their employers and see if it is not 
possible to bust the AMA in these 
parts. Adequate medical care is one 
of the crying needs not only of labor 
but of the middle class. Every day 
in my parish I see the effects of 
lack of medical attention because 
of the impossibility of meeting con- 
ditions imposed by the present sys- - 
tem.” 


General Conference 


What should be sent to General 
Conference in the way of a mem- 
orial, or memorials? What are your . 
ideas ? Send them in to the office. 


Social Questions: 
BULLETIN 


Issued monthly, except July, August and 
tember. The general policies of this hee 
tion are determined by the Executive Committee 
ee the Methodist Federation for Social 


and to the public fer its accuracy, S 
Membership.$1.00 per year |} 
Special rate to student groups. 
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